Great Horned Owl Age Chart

Photos and weights of 3 captive-reared broods at the International Owl Center, Houston, MN
(www.internationalowlcenter.org)

Bubo virginianus virginianus

2013: 3 owlets, parent-reared, trained on live prey

2014: 2 owlets, hand-reared from 2 weeks of age to be education ambassadors

2017: 2 owlets, parent-reared, not trained on live prey

Exact ages are given when known for birds less than 8 weeks old. Genders were determined by
blood test.

Very general notes, based on these broods with ideal food supply:

Less than 1 week: eyes closed, egg tooth present (no weight data)

1-2 weeks: eyes open, not much feather development (

2-3 weeks: buffy down coming in

3-4 weeks: flight feathers starting to emerge from sheaths

4-5 weeks: facial disc develops, flight feathers growing

5-6 weeks: fully developed black facial disc margin, flight feathers substantially grown
6-8 weeks: fledging, wing feathers nearly fully grown but tails not quite done
3 months: adult breast feathers emerging

4 months: adult back feathers growing in

5 months: last of the adult head feathers growing in

6 months: fully feathered

UP TO ONE WEEK

2-day-old female (2013)


http://www.internationalowlcenter.org/

6-day-old female, 3-day-old male (2017)

9-day-old female, 6-day-old male (2014)



1-2 WEEKS




14-day-old femal, 12-day-old male, 8-day-old female (2013)

14-day-old male with mother (2017)



2-week-old owlet (2014)
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2-week-old owlet (2014)



2-3 WEEKS
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20-day-old female, 18-day-old male, 14-day-old female (2013)

19;day—old male and 21-day-old female (2014)
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About 3-week-old owlet (2015



3-4 WEEKS

3.5 weeks (2013)



25-day-old male (2014)

3.5-week-old owlet (2014)



4-5 WEEKS

4/16 14:10:48

32-day-old female (facing) 30-day-old male tail iw) 2013
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36-day-old female, 34-day-old male, 30-day-old female (2013)
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37-day-old female, 35-day-old male, 31-day-old female (2013)



5-6 WEEKS
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38-day-old male stretching (20"17)



5-week-old owlet (2013)



6-7 WEEKS
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50-day-old female (2017)



57-day-old male (2014)



2-3 MONTHS

8.5-week-old female and male (2017)

9- to 9.5-week-old (two) females and a male (2013)



11-week-old male (killing live prey) 2013



3-4 MONTHS

12-week-old male and female (2014)

15-week-old female and male (2014)



4-5 MONTHS

18-week-old owlet (2013)

22-week-old female and male (2013)



6 MONTHS

26-week-old female and male (2014)



Captive-reared Great Horned Owl Weights at Known Ages
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Great Horned Owlet Weights (g)
Agein 2014 2014 2013 2013 2013 2017 2017 male
Days female male female 1 male female 2 female
9 271
10
11
12 488
13 451
14 494
15 594 548
16 661 573
17 710
18 731 653 798
19
20 824
21 779
22 837
23 984 769
24 975
25 941 804
26
27 993
28 871
29 860
30 1088
31 1058 894
32 916
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Notes about owlet weights:

-The 2014 owlets were trained using food beginning between 40-50 days, which resulted in slightly
decreased weights.

-2013 & 2014 owlets were fed a diet primarily consisting of pocket gophers (Geomys bursarius)
-2017 owlets were fed a diet primarily consisting of rats

-2013 owlets were trained on live rats, but they were not weighed after that time

-owlets were primarily housed in a 10x60’ flight pen in 2013 and 2017 and a 10x35’ flight pen in 2014

For comments or suggestions, please contact:

Karla Bloem

International Owl Center

PO Box 536

Houston, MN 55943
507-896-6957
karla@internationalowlcenter.org
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