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This year has been heavily focused on preparations for the new International Owl Center facility. This included
historical review of buildings to be demolished, completion of wetland delineation, finding ways to get as much as
possible from the demo buildings reused or recycled by Habitat for Humanity and others, asbestos abatement,
and finally removing all structures on the building site. Fundraising has also been a very important focus.

Because the “Owl House” has now been demolished, we winterized the home aviaries of the more cold sensitive
owls. Online programs are now back to being conducted in Executive Director Karla Bloem’s living room, or other
locations, until the new facility is built.

A huge amount of effort was also put into obtaining USDA-APHIS licensing. This required formalizing all policies
and procedures for owl care, as well as modifications to aviaries, the Owlmobile, and transport boxes.

YOUR SUPPORT is what has made this and everything in the Year in Pictures possible. THANK YOU VERY MUCH!

A regular question we get now is “When will groundbreaking for the new center happen?” The answer depends
on you and other generous donors. We want to have the estimated cost of $17.3 million pledged before we begin,
and many people are taking advantage of naming opportunities for rooms and aviaries and qualified charitable
distributions from their IRAs. Go to our website for a really cool video walk-through tour, naming opportunity
information, and more:

www.internationalowlcenter.org/future.html

THANK YOU to all who have recently donated or plan to contribute to support owl education, owl research and
moving forward with the new Owl Center.

Last Year’s (2023) Short and Sweet Annual Report
Note: We combine our current fundraising appeal with our annual report for the prior year to save money on
postage and paper, and to save trees for owl habitat. We hired a professional fundraiser to help prepare us for
our capital campaign, so fundraising expenses were unusually large compared to the rest of our budget.

2023 Income: $495,385 2023 Expenses: $418,172
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In 2023 we educated 11,979 visitors to the Center plus educated 6,183 people at 93 special programs. We
helped 69 sick/injured raptors get the care they needed, documented rare Barn Owls at 1 new location in
Minnesota, hosted the first World Owl Conference ever held in the U.S., finalized concepts for the new Owl
Center facility, and welcomed a new Barred Owl ambassador.

507-896-6957 * InternationalOwlCenter.org * Karla@InternationalOwlCenter.org




Join or Donate Today!

INTERNATIONAL

OWL CENTER

Free admission for your grandchildren under 18

Free admission for your kids under 18
Free guest admission for (X) people
Kids' art card and one of Uhu's feathers

Annual Membership Levels

N N[N NN [N [P |Free member admission for (X) people

NSNS NS S| XN10% Gift Shop Discount
ST S| S|Member discount on events

SN X]S| S |Member only events

$30 Individual

S55 Household v

$80 Grandparent Plus v |V

$125  Burrowing Owl vViIiv]2|Y

$250  Spotted Owl vI|Iv]ia|Y

S500  Snowy Owl v Ivie|Y

$1,000 Blakiston's Fish Owl v I vi|is|Y
Member Benefits:

10% discount online and in-store at the Owl Center Gift Shop

Free Admission to our International Festival of Owls, held during the first
weekend in March

Members also receive discounted admission at The Minnesota Marine Art
Museum in Winona, MN and the National Eagle Center in Wabasha, MN.

Owl Level Members (Burrowing Owl and above) also receive an art card
from our children’s owl art contest and a molted feather from Uhu our
Eurasian Eagle Owl. (This is only legal for species not native to the United
States. Please note that we can only ship feathers within the United States,
not to other countries.)

Circle One: Individual = $30 House = $55 Grandparent = $80
Burrowing = $125 Spotted Owl = $250 Snowy = $500

Blakiston’s = $1,000 Donation Amount: $
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CHECK Box if you want to receive our e-Newsletter
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Contact for membership RENEWAL by: _H_ Email
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Make checks payable and mail to:
International Owl Center - P.O. Box 536 - Houston, MN 55943
_H_ I have included the Owl Center in my estate planning.
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DS: New Expiration Date:
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